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LEAGUE GETS: WA 
By Felix Morley 


The first General Assembly of the United Nations was called to order in London on 
January 10, the 26th anniversary of the inauguration of the old League. When it adjourns, 
after weeks of stormy but fundamentally constructive sessions, it is not scheduled to 
meet again until next September, unless convened earlier by emergency. 

All of the 51 nations or dependencies which signed the San Francisco Charter on 
June 26, 1945, were represented at the First Assembly. No new Members were added. UNO 
is still an organization limited to governments which declared war on the Axis, even 
though some of the Members, like Argentina and Turkey, did so very late in the day and 
primarily to secure the advantages of membership. 

Thus the neutral States of Hire, Portugal, Spain, Sweden and Switzerland, all of 
which are Members of the still unliquidated League of Nations, continue to be excluded 
from UNO, to say nothing of former Axis associates, like Albania and Finland, The ex- 
clusion of Franco Spain was emphasized by a special resolution of ostracism approved 
by 45 of the Assembly Members on February 9. Three other Members of the old League, 
pointedly absent from the First Assembly, were the Baltic Republics of Estonia, Latvia 
end Lithuania, now regarded by Russia as constituent Soviet Republics. 

On the other hand, UNO, unlike the old League, contains a strong representation of 
Arab States. Tgypt, Iran, Iraq, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia and Syria are all Members and 
at the Assembly made their consolidated influence apparent, Russia dominated the Czecho- | 
slovak, Polish and Yugoslav delegations, in addition to having separate representation 
for Byelorussia (White Russia) and the Ukraine, by virtue of one of the secret Yalta 
agreements. The British Empire bloc was able to depend on Belgian, Danish, Luxembourg 
and Netherlands support. The United States, in addition to the Philippines, can at 
present count on the backing of a majority of the 20 Latin-American Republics which - 
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constitute so large a proportion of Assembly membership. 


II 

The early crystallization of the bloc system, familiar to all students of the League 
of Nations and probably inevitable in an organization where governments are the partici- 
pating units, explains the elections made by the First Assembly. 

The most important of these was the initial choice of the six non-permanent members 
of the Security Council, empowered to sit in that very important body together with the 
five specially privileged permanent members (China, France, Russia, United Kingdon, 
United States). On January 12, Brazil, Poland and Australia were chosen for two-year 
terms; Mexico, Egypt and the Netherlands for a single year on the Council. Thus each 
of the four presently discernible blocs (American, British, Russian, Arab) secured rep- 
resentation on the Council. Whether the Latin-American Republics remain under United 
States leadership, or form their own influential bloc as they did at Geneva, is a question 
which the quality of our diplomacy south of the Rio Grande will do mech to answer, 

In the elections to the Council the Russian delegation sponsored Norway, in opposi- 
tion to the Netherlands, and it was partly because of the Soviet defeat here that the 
Norwegian Foreign Minister, Trygve Lie, was on February 1 chosen as the first Secretary- 
General of UNO. The Anglo-American candidate for this vital position was Lester Pearson, 
Canadian Ambassador to Washington, but he was dropped when the Russians threatened to 
use their veto power against him, 

While the Russian tactics during the First Assembly were not always politically 
adroit, the election of Lie was brilliantly maneuvered from Moscow. He was first pro- 
posed by Russia for the wholly unimportant post of President of the Assembly -—- merely 
the temporary presiding officer for the session now closed, Thé British, whose suspic- 
ions of Russia are becoming pronounced, put up Foreign Minister Spaak of Belgium in 


opposition. When Lie was defeated by Spaak, and when the Netherlands was elected over 


Norway for a one-year term on the Security Council, the Russians would have had a case 


for threatening use of the veto had Lie not been made Secretary-General, the more so as 


he was something of a compromise from their viewpoint. 





3. 

So the United States will apparently provide the administrative seat of UNO 

while Russian influence will count heavily in naming the shetahabeaheees 
Tit 

Political issues of great impertance were injected into the initial sessions of 
UNO, though it had been the hope of the Preparatory Commission that organization might 
be completed, and the staff appointed, before the fledgling institution was called upon 
to confront major difficulties. 

In spite of a change of administration, bringing a Premier characterized as pro- 
Russian to the helm in Iran, that Government insisted on submitting its case against 
Russian interference in Iranian Azerbaijan to the newly-cstablished Security Council. 
The issue was accepted over the strong protest of Andrei Vishinsky, the chief Russian 
delegate, thus establishing the important precedent that the complaint of a member- 
Government must receive a hearing, even if it is opposed by one of the Council members 
possessing the veto power. The Argentine delegation showed itself particularly interested 
in the establishment of this precedent, 

Though less protective of Iranian sovereignty than some had hoped, the Council res- 
olution adopted on January 30 nevertheless further emphasized the authority of UNO as a 
whole in respect to even the most powerful of its Members. While settlement of the dis- 
pute by direct Russian-Iranian negotiations was approved, "The Council in the meanwhile 
reserves the right to request information on the progress of the negotiations". 

Before this settlement, in an obvious application of the "you're another" argument, 
the Russian and Ukrainian delegations requested the Council to investigate British poli- 
cies in Greece and Indonesia respectively. In the former instance the Russians requested 
that the Council recommend the "immediate and unconditional" removal of British troops. 
During the sharp debate with Mr. Vishinsky on this issue, Foreign Minister Bevin charged 
that: 

"The danger to the peace of the world has been the incessant propaganda 

from Moscow against the British Commonwealth and the incessant utilization 

of the Communist parties in every country in the world as a means to attack 

the British peovle and the British Government, as if no friendship between 


us existed. . . . It is this suspicion which . . . makes one wonder what is 
the move behind it," 
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Obviously taken aback by the stern nature of the British rebuttal, the Russians 1H 





agreed to compromise on the Greek issue. The Russian attacks on British Imperialisn 


are kept on the Council records, but the demand that British troops evacuate Greece 


hese ger - ctenceutaieedlid 


forthwith is dropped. As this number goes to press, the Indonesian matter is still | 
unsolved. 
IV 

Viewed as a whole, the First Assembly of UNO must be characterized as very success- 
ful. Paradoxically, this conclusion is possible in part because the London sessions 
showed that the United Nations are now far from being united. | 

Realization of the profound underlying antagonism is the first necessity of success- 
ful organization including both the Anglo-Saxon democracies and the developing league 
of Communist and quasi-Communist dictatorships. The existence of this cleavage has been 
concealed from the American people by one of the most extraordinary campaigns of decep- 
tion ever attempted. Eventually, in spite of "liberal" opposition, the truth was sure | 
to begin to emerge through the fog of propaganda spread by the fellow-travellers. The 
change took place during the First Assembly. 

Another accomplishment of UNO is the substitution of open discussion for the hole- 
and-corner wartime secrecies of three men, which may have expedited military victory 
but has also unquestionably weakened democratic principles. With some measure of return 
to "Open Covenants, Openly Arrived At", there is at last some chance of actually attain- 
ing a people's peace. ; : | 

Most notable in the good start made by UNO is the fact that League of Nations’ tech- 
niques, operated by men trained in the League tradition, finally began to a the honest 


and forthright consideration of some of the issues which divide the Democratic and the 





Communist way of life, 
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Not Mer ely Gossip cA Supplement to Human Events Vol. III - No. 7 





By Frank C. Hanighen February 13, 1946 


The tribulations of Truman increase so rapidly that one fact, of no little signi- 
ficance, both nationally and internationally, has escaped the notice of many commenta- 
tors. Secretary of Commerce Henry A. Wallace has given his backing to an American Labor 
Party candidate in a New York by-election to be held February 19. Mr. Wallace's letter 
of endorsement was published in the Daily Worker on February 7. At the same time, 
President Truman is backing the Democratic Farty's candidate, ALP's vrincipal competitor 
in this election. Thus, a member of the Cabinet is pnublicly at odds with his President, 
in a field that matters most to Mr. Truman — party politics. 





This open breach underlines the growing conflict between the President and the 
Democratic Left Wing, of which Mr. Wallace is regarded as the leader. Of additional 
importance is the fact that the Michigan PAC has officially abandoned the Democratic 
Party, attacking Truman and praising Wallace. Finally, the resignation of Secretary of 
the Interior Ickes, also of the Left Wing, hardly lessens this conflict. 


On the international plane, the Wallace episode means that the Democratic Left has 
moved a perceptible distance towards collaboration with the Communist International. 
For the ALP follows every quirk in the Moscow "line". We may expect augmented pressure 
from these radical elements in the Democratic Party against any American moves to check 
Russian expansion; against cooperation with Britain; etc. 


Indeed, it is from abroad that this developing trend has received impetus during 
the past week. Stalin's speech of February 9, whether or not he so intended, has the 
effect of adding fuel to these internecine flames. For the speech was an eloquent re- 
assertion of the old line —- "capitalist imperialism is the cause of wars" -- which 
Stalin employed in the 1939-41 period, before Hitler attacked Russia. And it is part 
of the revival of the world-wide, all-out class warfare, by means of strikes, sabotage, 
etc., which has been a feature of the Communist International from its inception. It 
is a force that can hardly fail to draw more elements of the Democratic Left Wing into 
its wake. In short, the events of the past week sharpen the social tension which is 
the vprincipal affliction of our "middle-of-the-road" President. 


eeueeue eR RR HR HH KK KE 


The duel between our State Department and the Peron régime in Argentina has reached 
a serious stage. The latest shot was fired by the Department when it presented a Blue 
Book charging the Buenos Aires Government of “complicity” with Germany. Much of the 
evidence therein, say experts who have studied it, has already been made public through 
other channels, The Baltimore Sun notes this interesting angle: "Several of the docu- 
ments quoted in the Blue Book contain passages suggesting a relationship between this 
Government's lend-lease program and Argentina's alleged ‘complicity with the enemy'." 
Argentina apparently feared attack from the rising military power of Brazil, armed with 
lend-lease weapons. (HUMAN EVENTS, on March 8, 1944, was the first to point out how 
our lend-lease had drastically altered the previous stable military balance-of-power in 
South America.) Recent lend-lease reports disclose that out of approximately 


$246 ,000,000 sent to Latin America, about $160,000,000 went to Brazil. Argentina got 
none, ; 


The Blue Book offers further evidence of the "cross-eyed" policy of our State 
Department in Latin America. It contains an indictment of the present Government of 
Bolivia not dissimilar from that lodged against Argentina. Yet, according to lend-lease 
reports, that Government has received over $2,000,000 worth of military goods from the 
United States. 
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It is understood that Premier Mackenzie King of Canada recently paid an unpublicized 
visit to President Truman and gave the latter important data about the activities of the 
Russian Intelligence Service on this Continent. King had received the data from a Rus- 
sian agent who gave himself up to the Canadian authorities and revealed extensive Russian 
espionage directed at various mines and lake systems in Canada. He also provided a list 
of names of Russian agents who hai been planted in the Canadian and United States Govern- 
ments -- in the latter case holding key positions in State, War and other Departments. 

It is further reported that the FBI has recently made four arrests of Russian spies. 


ee een RHR Ee RRR HE HE EK OK 


Serious anti-Jewish riots throughout the Arab world are expected to follow the pub- 
lication (probably next July) of the report of the present Anglo-American investigation 
of the Palestine question, according to a trained American observer just returned from 
the Near East and North Africa. Political considerations being what they are, the Bri- 
tish are likely to concede some measure of increased Jewish immigration into Palestine. 
Even if the quota is raised only 10 per cent, the reactions of the Arabs will presumably 
be bitter and violent. This observer says that on "Balfour Day" last November the 
authorities in Arab States had to take extraordinary precautions to prevent anti-Jewish 
outbreaks and that the sanguinary riot in Tripoli was but an example of what might have 
taken place in other parts of the Arab world but for the presence of armed forces. 


The Arabs recently obtained some satisfaction when the British announced the inde- 
pendence of Transjordania (adjoining Palestine), a British mandate since the last war. 
This was an indication to the Arabs that the British would oppose any extension beyond 
Palestine of Jewish influence in the Near East. 


Fear of Jewish expansion is perhaps the greatest factor in Arab opposition to 
further Jewish immigration into Palestine. This point, rarely mentioned in analyses of 
this situation, reveals how badly the Western case for the Jews is understood by the 
Arabs. The American observer quoted above says that the Arabs, pointing to the dearth 
of raw materials in Palestine, seem convinced that the whole Palestine venture is but a 


bridgehead of the West in their area, aimed at eventual domination of the riches of 
Near East oil. 


i 


The vehement protests in Moscow, Warsaw and Belgrade against American and British 
employment of Poles and Yugoslavs as armed guards has aroused considerable speculation 
in various quarters. Some see in it evidence of weakness in Soviet-dominated Poland 
and in Yugoslavia. There have been increasing reports of civil dissension in those 
countries. It would be natural that these Governments should regard with suspicion the 
Maintenance, in military formation, of large numbers of soldiers who refuse to return 
to their native lands and do not recognize these Governments as legal. 


Also, this matter has stimulated further discussion among those circles in the 
Pentagon (see NMG, December 19, 1945) which have been interested in the problem of mer- 
cenary troops. The War Department now faces the probability that the peace-time con- 
scription measure cannot pass Congress. Also, G-1 is reportedly pessimistic about the 
progress of voluntary recruiting. The men apparently prefer enlistment for a definite 
period in the Regular Army to an indefinite continuation of their drafted status. Thus, 
it is felt, if Congress ended the draft, voluntary recruiting on a considerable scale 
would also end. In view of this situation, these Pentagon circles are now examining 
seriously the possibility that mercenaries -- a "Foreign Legion" -- might prove the 
answer to the problem of maintaining our disintegrating Army. 


see eR RE RR KR Ue 





A new design for Russian exoansion in the Far East has appeared. Revorts from 
China say that the "Eastern Mongolian Indevendent Republic", sponsored by Russia and 
headed by a Moscow-trained Mongol officer holding a general's rank in the Red Army, has 
been founded in the northwestern part of Manchuria; territory pledged to China by the 
Cairo and Potsdam agreements. This area, one of the richest in timber and raw naterials, 
has been under Russian military occupation since the fall of Japan. It is inhabited by 


the Barga Mongols. In 1929, the Soviet Union tried to foster an independence movement 
among these people. 


Additionally, the New York Times on February 12 reported that another Mongol inde- 
pendent republic is being formed in Inner Mongolia, also recognized as part of China. 
Far Eastern experts are wondering if the next step will be an attempt to promote inde- 


pendence among the Mongols in Sinkiang Province, where there have been armed revolts 
against the Chinese Government. 


From these reports emerges a pattern of Mongol states -- including all of the above, 
plus the Outer Mongolian People's Republic already recognized by China, and the Buriat 
Mongol Republic which is part of the Soviet Union. Such a belt of states would provide 
a buffer for Russia along the Siberian border. 


Se keke eee RR ee 


The outcome of events in China may not prove satisfactory to the Democratic League, 
the third most important political group after Kuomintang and the Communists; but a pic- 
ture of the League's hopes, as given by a party spokesman is a valuable indication of 
the way one not entirely negligible force is going to move in coming months. The Demo- 
cratic League is sincerely and completely "democratic" in organization, methods and 
objectives; unlike Chiang's Kuomintang which is partly totalitarian, and the Communist 
Party which is wholly totalitarian. The spokesman says: 


"We intend to work for a really democratic China, by degrees. Thus, we intend to 
break into the Communists' totalitarian area by getting them to agree to allow publi- 
cation of a Democratic League paper in Yenan, where there is at present only the Com- 
munist press. They'll probably oppose establishment of a Kuomintang paper there, but 
will settle for one of ours. Then we'll get a really unified Army. How? By naming a 
civilian Minister of War, preferably a Democratic League man, with full power over all 
the armies. The civilian Minister would then reduce the size of the Army and remove 
both General Ho Ying Chin, who is Kuomintang, and General Chu Te, who is Communist. 
There are quite a number of ‘liberal’ generals who could be placed in command." 


e*eeeee HR Re KR H KR KE KK * 


While President Truman is being criticized for his mistakes in the handling of 
domestic policy, Secretary of State Byrnes is the cause of no little ironic comment 
about his extraordinary lack of knowledge of geography. On September.19, 1945, we re- 
ported how Mr. Byrnes seemed unable to distinguish between the Balkans and the Baltic 
States. Last week, in the course of his statement supporting trusteeship and eventual 
independence for various parts of the Italian Empire, Mr. Byrnes was apparently unable 
to name these former colonies. Only with the help of the newspaper correspondents, 
who were interviewing him, could the Secretary of State identify them as Italian 
Somaliland, Eritrea, Libya and Tripolitania. Mr. Byrnes, it is concluded, is perhaps 


learning, but his education in foreign affairs may prove rather costly to the United 
States. 
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We like the following toast reportedly given at the Moscow Conference: "To the 
plain people of the Soviet Union, of the United Kingdom, and of the United States of 
America: whom the war has joined together, let not the peace put asunder." 
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NOTES AND QUOTES 


The Editors, who also receive letters from sensitive readers, consider that the 
following quotation from the excellent Economist (January 5) could serve in large part 
as an apologia for HUMAN EVENTS and "Not Merely Gossip": "A correspondent complains 
that The Economist has recently been all gloom and pessimism. He is quite right. 

With the world so clearly seeking new directions for its journey, and with so many 
wrong turnings being taken every day, it is sometimes difficult to avoid alarm and des- 
pondency. The Economist lays no claim to be regarded as escapist literature, and in 
these early days of peace the prospect is often discouraging. The commentator's duty 
is to describe things as he sees them, even when they are unpleasant. Cynicism is a 
fault; but wishful thinking has slain its millions, and a journal of opinion which is 
afraid of the truth is neglecting its duty. 





w . . - Weekly comment on vublic affairs is necessarily concerned with the more 


immediate aspects of what is happening in the world. Within the limits of three col- 
umns it is impossible to go back to the Creation and adjust each subject, in its pro- 
per proportions, to the further horizons. If the present state of the world presents 
@ sorry contrast with the might-have-been and with the might-still-be, space usually 
forbids a mention of how pleasing is the contrast with the very-nearly-was." 


e*eeeee eee eke ee EE Ke KH EH 


One of our correspondents, who is as “gloomy” as we are about the results of Rus- 
sian expansion, writes us to point out that those who criticize Russia should not fall 
into the error of blaming Russia for all the current ills of the world. We should 
consider, she says, our own shortcomings, especially the “inability of the victors to 
tackle the economic, intellectual and moral problems of the ‘liberated' world, which 
would be hardly less difficult if Russia didn't exist. The fact is that the Russians 
made every mistake in the book politically in Europe, and yet Europe falls into a sort 
of sub-communist stupor from sheer poverty and undernourishment and lack of leadership. 
We, the Western democracies, have proved completely unable to manage the victory." 


ee ee eek ee HEeLURMhMU RMhMUCLChUhhU.MhURM hU% 


Not all British Laborites are of the same mind as that Bloomsbury Lenin, Professor 
Laski. The views of Mr. Maurice Cranston are perhaps more typical of the average Eng- 
lishman who voted the Attlee Government into power last summer. Mr. Cranston, in Peace 
News (January 18), says: "There is a lot to be said for Toryism. A lot to be said, 
that is, for sticking to British constitutional traditions, and to capitalism. Both 
offer an assurance of personal freedom and tolerance such as no other system affords. 
Croce, the Italian philosopher, wrote some months ago that liberty and capitalism are 
inseparable. Perhaps he is right. For in the few countries that have become Social 
Democratic -- New Zealand, Australia, Sweden and others -—- the economic system remains 
60 per cent (or more) capitalist. Therefore, I think tolerance and liberty are about 


the most valuable features of any known political system. I am against 100 per cent 
Nationalization of British industry." 
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Some Swedish legal experts depart widely from Justice Jackson's conceptions, as 
may be seen from the following transcript of a Stockholm broadcast on February 1: "Four 
Swedish jurists have published a notable statement in connection with the war liability 
trials going on in Helsingfors. The statement describes the retroactive character of 
the Finnish Liability Act as incompatible with the Western sense of justice, and comes 
to the conclusion that political views do not involve liabilities. Finland's respon- 
sibility for the war can only be determined by an international court of arbitration." 
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